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1 . (ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news /ystem for managing an electronic 
message and a reply to said message, comprising: 
^ storage means for storing data for a fixed forfh reply; 

output means for outputting said data for a reply; and 
Ojy^ control means for accepting [the] a selection out of the outputted data for a reply as the reply 
to the message. 




JL (©Nu£ AMENDED) An electronic news system according to clair 

comprising: 

fixed form reply managing means for managing a plur^lk^of fixed form replies by data for 
respectively specifying said plurality of replies, and 

totaling means for totaling [the] a numb^of the selections of each of fixed form replies as 
the reply to the message, and storing [the] results of the totalization of each of fixed form replies to 
the message in relation to said specifyifig data. 

3. (ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 1 , wherein said 
control means [have] has p?feans for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message, and 
managing the inputted f)£e form reply in relation to data to specify said message. 



4. (ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 2, wherein said 
control means [have] has means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message, and 
managing the inputted free form reply in relation to data to specify said message. 



5. / (ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 1 , wherein said 
data for a fixed form reply is one kind or the combination of plural kinds of data selected from^a 
plurality of kinds including [a] text, still picture, speech^ sound and moving pictures. 



(ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news syS 




rding to claim 1, wherein'said 
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[eludes means for causing said output meaWto output data for a fixed form reply 



^^pFfhs kind which fits [for thej contents ot the message^ 



A 




7 . (ONCE AMENDED) [In] an electronic news system including a client apparatus and 
a server apparatus which manages an electronic message/and a reply to said message transmitted 
from the client apparatus, said client apparatus composing: 

storage means for storing data for a fixejkform reply; 

output means for outputting said data for a reply; 

control means for accepting [thej a selection out of the outputted data for a reply as the reply 
to the message; and 

communication control ^ieans for transmitting the [selected reply] selection to the server 
apparatus. 



8. (NOT AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 7, wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in said 
control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for managing 
the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for specifying said 
message. 





9. (ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news systernjneftx3mg a client apparatus and 
a server apparatus which manages [an] electronic messages / #£uismitted from the client apparatus, 
comprising: 

said server apparatus comprising: 

storage means for storing data for df fixed form reply; and communication control 
means for transmitting said data for a reply to thp client apparatus; 
said client apparatus comprising: 

receiving control means for/receiving said data for a reply sent from the server 

apparatus; 

output means for outpuding the received data for a reply; 
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control means for accepting jtfe selection out of the outputted data for a reply as the 
reply to the message; and 

^(jj/^ transmission control/fneans for controlling the transmission for transmitting the 



selected reply to the server apparatus. 




(ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system accordingJm^ im97v v ^ 
client apparatus comprises fixed form reply nmiagiflglneansfor managing a plurality of fixed form 
replies by data for respectively sjjgcifjlngsaid plurality of replies, and communication control means 
for transmitting [the^peCifying data of the selected reply to the server apparatus as a reply, and the 
server apparatjiscomprises communication control means for receiving the specifying^data 
transmitted'n-om the client apparatus as a reply, and totaling means for totaling [the] a number of the 
selections of each-rep ly as the iep ly-4G4heanessage based on said specifying data, and storing the 
resjfK^ of the totalization of each reply to said messageTnrgt 



11. (NOT AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 9, wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in said 
control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for managing 
free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for specifying said message. 

12. (NOT AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 10, wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in said 
control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for managing 
the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for specifying said 
message. 




1 3 . (ONCE AMENDED) An electronip^lews system including a client apparatus and a 
server apparatus which manages an elgctretficmessage and a reply to said message transmitted from 
the client apparatus, 
(Q^/^ sa id servprlipparatus comprising: 
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storage means for storing data for a first fixed form reply; and communication control 
means for transmitting the data for the first fixed form reply to tile client apparatus^ 
said client apparatus comprising: 

receiving control means for receiving the Jirst-dSfa for the first fixed form reply sent 
from the server apparatus; 

storage means fop-st6rmg data for second fixed form reply; 

output means for outputting data for the first or second fixed form reply; 

trol mean for accepting [the] a selection out of the outputted data for the first or 
second fixjscf form reply based on the category of the message as the reply to the message; and 

means for controlling the transmission for transmitting the selected reply out of the 
dat^i for the first or second fixed form reply to the server apparatus. 




(ONCE AMENDED) An electronic news system according 
server apparatus comprises fixed form reply managing means for mana 
form replies with data for respectively specifying said re 



wherein the 



j-arfHurality of first fixed 
Cand means for transmitting the 
specifying data of the first fixed form reply to the diefit apparatus along with said reply, 

the client apparatus comprises fixed^fefm reply managing means for managing a plurality 
of second fixed form replies with thedtfta for respectively specifying said replies, and means for 
causing said transmission controlling means to transmit the selected second reply or the selected 
specifying data of the first reply to the server apparatus as a reply, 

said server apparatus further comprises means for transmitting specifying data of the second 
fixed form reply to^ne client apparatus, and means for receiving the second reply or specifying data 
of the first reply transmitted from the client apparatus as a reply in said communication control 
means, and baling means for totaling [the] a number of the selections of each reply as the reply to 
the message based on said specifying data, and storing the results of the totalization of each reply 
to said message in relation said specifying data, > 
/ said client apparatus further comprises means for receivihglhe specifying data of the second 
fixea form reply^seitf-fnntt the server~appaiatushi said receiving control means, and means for, 
oulputting the stored second fixed form reply based on said^specifymg^ata^said output-meSns. 



-6- 



Application No. 08/991,855 
Group Art Unit: 2724 
Examiner: Poon, K 



1 5 . (NOT AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 1 3 , wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in said 
control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for managing 
the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for specifying said 
message. 



16. (NOT AMENDED) An electronic news system according to claim 14, wherein the 
client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in said 
control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for managing 
the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to the data for specifying said 
message. 




1 7. (ONCE AMENDED) A recording medium Readable by a computer which manages 
an electronic message and a reply to said message, comjfrising: 

program code means for causing said comptffer to store data for a fixed form reply in said 
computer; 

program code means for causing safd computer to output said data for a reply; and 
program code means for causing /aid computer to accept [the] a selection out of the outputted 
data for a reply as the reply to said message. 





>8r^TONCE AMENDED) A recordrngmedil 
comprising: 

program code means for causing^artTcomputer to manage a plurality of fixed form replies 
with data for respectively specifying said replies; and 
y? program coderpetfns for causing said computer to total [the] a number of the selections of 

each reply as the^dply to the message and store the results of totaling the totalization of each reply 
to said mes^ges in relation to said specifying data. 



19. (ONCE AMENDED) A recording medium according to claim 17, further 
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IjrQgram^Jftemeans for causing said computer to accept an input ofaih 
message; and 



reply to the =^~ 



^y^r program code means for causing s^dcon^uter to manage the inputted free form reply in 



relation to data for specifying said message" 



20. (ONCE AMENDED) A recording medium according to claim 18, further 
comprising: 

prograitfcode means for causing said computer to, accept an input of the free form reply to 
the message; and 

rogram code means for causing said computer to manage the inputted free form reply in 
relatio(n^cr^atrfor speci^ang^s^djnessage^ 



Pleas 6 ADD the following NEW claims: 



a 



/ 



21 . (NEW) A message system comprising: 
/j a reply data storage device storing a gjurality of fixed form reply sets, each fixed form 

reply set containing a plurality of replies; 

a controller receiving a message from a host and allowing a user to select a reply from a 
fixed form reply set stored in the reply data storage device; and 
an output device outputtmg the selected reply to the host. 




(NEW) The message system as recited in claim2TwE 
a fixed form reply set based on a category of thgjaaesSage! 



s ontrsller . s ekGts^ 




y? 23. (NEW) Thejji^ssage system as recited in claim 21 wherein, the reply sets can 
include video or audio'aata. 



24. X(NBWyThemessage system asretitedliTcla^ host receivgs 



